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Management of date 
palm, Phoenix 
dactylifera, across the 
Fortescue River 
system at Millstream-
Chichester National 
Park



The management of date palms has 
been an ongoing priority for the DBCA 
(and its predecessors) for around 40 
years. 

It has involved numerous organisations 
over the years, including Department of 
Justice, Ngurrawaana Rangers, 
Yinjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation, NRM 
groups, DBCA and researchers. 



Impact of date 
palms MCNP

• Displaces priority native 
species (i.e. Livistona 
alfredii)

• Highly flammable, 
impacts fire behaviour 
and frequency where 
present

• Date palms are thirsty – 
suspected to have a large 
impact on ground water 
and water holes



Mapping is done through out the year

Size really does matter – individuals are 
split between what can be managed by 
regional staff and what requires more 
experienced tree fallers

Palm control is done over winter when 
other species aren’t actively growing 
and when its cooler and less humid

Mapping and decision making



• Access – Removal of fronds either 
through using tools or with fire

• Method – Physical removal of the 
crown and all offshoots allowing 
chemical application

• Chemicals – Trials throughout 
control history, currently using 5% 
Triclopyr/Diesel solution

Control



Challenges

• Requirement to go back and 
treat; ongoing management

• Remote and inaccessible 
areas

• Work is arduous, walking 
long distances through 
rough terrain and thick 
vegetation in often a high 
humidity environment



Partnerships New approach to partnerships and 
working together across the region

Enduring partnerships

Collaborations - TO, NGO, Gov

continued management



Collaboration and support is vital for managing invasive species

Funding support provided by RTIO has enhanced DBCA 
management of date palms at a landscape scale, not only 

across MCNP but also KNP, and surrounding key biodiversity 
areas (note, management initiated as part of the RTIO railway 

offset MS 1074 – Pilbara Conservation Partnership)

We are looking to expand the area of control to areas which sit 
outside MCNP 

Pilbara Conservation Project: 
Yindjibarndi Ranger Initiatives



Thank you 

Questions?
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