SILENT LOCAL BEASTS

Beyond Compliance o
Working Together for Better
Outcomes

West Australian Weed Society

Pilbara Weed Symposium
August 12 -13t 2025
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therefore our health,
well being, culture,

lifestyle and economy.
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IJUCN CURRENT THREAT ASSESSMENT (2020)

Climate Change and Severe Weather
Imvasive Mon-Matives Alien Species

via

vicki long
& associates

Taurism Visitation

Hunting and Trapping
Fires Fire Suppression
Fishimg® Harvesting Aquatic Resources

Water Pollution
Logging’ Wood Harvesting

Threats to Biodiversity
In the Pilbara:

A Habitat loss and
change

Invasive nonnative
species (weeds)
Fire

Climate Change
Lack of Knowledge

Tourism Infrastruciure

Livestock Farming’ Grazing

Darmsd Water Management or Use
Housing/ Urban Areas

Craops

Roads/ Railroads

Mining Quarrying

Solid Wasta

Housshold Sewages Urban Waste Water
War, Civil Unrest¥ Military Exarcises
Erosion and Siltations Deposition
Agricultural’ Forestry Effluents
Shipping Lanes

Litility f Service Lines

. Identity’ Social oy
Changes in Local popula’ and miunity

Ch es in traditional ways of life
= and kmowledge systems

Industrial’ Military Effluents
Commercial’ Industrial Areas
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Air Pollution
Earthquakess Tsunamis
Marine/ Freshwater Agquaculiure

FAwvalanches’ Landslides
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Silent Changes = SILENT LOCAL BEASTS

Kapok on road verge (above)
Mesquite in recent road batter (below)
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Water changes Pannawonica
Pool (above): close to many

large mineg; for the first
time dry!



LACK OF KNOWLEDGBE Weed Species vs Native
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SILENT LOCAL BEASTS Rapid domination: Buffel Grass
g via
(Cenchrus ciliaris) vicki long

& associates

Vegetation transect— 14 different
e — | - native species in 1987

Yaar -
|

Same transect — 2 species
In 2017 — buffel grass not
native



SILENT LOCAL BEASTS Kapok(Aerva javanica)
CNRY 2yS LXFYyG (02 | -M@uubaaid X .

Burrup Rockpile
PECSg being
degraded by
kapok

Trudgen (2002) report concluded: The vegetatiot
of the Burrup IS NOT REPLICATED anywhere o
mainland. It is UNIQUE



SILENT LOCAL BEASTS Kapok(Aerva javanica) vl
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SILENT LOCAL BEASTSDAXTridaxprocumbens) vlial

vicki long
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Tridaxc on the banks of the
Robe River (abovea) potential to
spread to all Pilbara river banks
and Fortescue Marsh
Tridax- in Murujuga Rocks
Potential to destroy Rockpile
PECS (right)}§




SILENT LOCAL BEASTEPHA
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More recent invasion
outside rivers, where it
chokes sacred pools but
also on Murujuga,

Industry sites, saline flats
and at water pipe leaks.

Potentially encouraged by Climate

T Change g




