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BIODIVERSITY
            

WHY DOES IT 

MATTER?

Because unless it 

matters, we will      

NEVER  get beyond 

Compliance.

Biodiversity underpins 

our environment and 

therefore our health, 

well being, culture, 

lifestyle and economy.



THIS AREA ς from the Hamersley Ranges to the Coast ς is a

   NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY HOTSPOT



IUCN CURRENT THREAT ASSESSMENT (2020)

Threats to Biodiversity 
in the Pilbara:

Å Habitat loss and 
change

Å Invasive non-native 
species (weeds)

Å Fire
Å Climate Change
Å Lack of Knowledge



LOSS and CHANGE of 
HABITAT takes  

DIVERSITY 

OUT of 
the 
BIOSPHERE



Silent Changes = SILENT LOCAL BEASTS

Typha ς Jennifer Creek (above) 

Water changes Pannawonica 
Pool (above): close to many 
large mines ς for the first 
time dry! 

Kapok on road verge (above)

Mesquite in  recent road batter (below)



LACK OF KNOWLEDGE ð Weed Species vs Native

Only One Photo is Buffel 
Grass



SILENT LOCAL BEASTS ð Rapid domination:  Buffel Grass 

(Cenchrus ciliaris)  



SILENT LOCAL BEASTS            Kapok (Aerva javanica)
CǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ Χ .ǳǊǊǳǇ tŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀ - Murujuga

Trudgen (2002) report concluded: The vegetation 
of the Burrup IS NOT REPLICATED anywhere on the 
mainland.  It is UNIQUE

Burrup Rockpile 
PECs ς being 
degraded by 
kapok



SILENT LOCAL BEASTS            Kapok (Aerva javanica)

CǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ Χ Karratha Hills once weed free



Tridax ς on the banks of the 
Robe River (above) ς potential to 
spread to all Pilbara river banks 
and Fortescue Marsh

Tridax - in Murujuga Rocks 
Potential to destroy Rockpile 

PECS  (right)

SILENT LOCAL BEASTS ς TRIDAX (Tridax procumbens)



SILENT LOCAL BEASTS - TYPHA

More recent invasion 
outside rivers, where it 
chokes sacred pools but 
also on Murujuga, 
Industry sites, saline flats 
and at water pipe leaks.  

Potentially  encouraged by Climate 
Change


