
POTENTIAL WEEDS OF PILBARA 
 

HYBRIDIZATION/REPLACEMENT 

Sesbania grandiflora (Vegetable Hummingbird) 

Description: Fast Growing tall shrub to tree to 20 metres, divided leaves, flowers large white, 

red or pink. Widely used as a vegetable. 

Native Range: India, Philippines, Indonesia, Papua-New Guinea 

Naturalised: Florida, Northern South America, Africa, India, Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia, 

China 

Australia: Cultivated in several forms, naturalised in Qld. 

Areas/Habitats threatened: Asian species already in Kimberley- hybridize with native S. 

formosa. 

Differs from S. formosa in leaflets more lanceolate not mucronate 

Cohension of tips of wing petals (holds staminal sheath, S. formosa a conspicuously 5 lobed 

calyx,  never only 2 lobes and a conspicuous basal lobe on keel petals. 

 

 
 

 

 

Salsola tragus (true alien-hybridize with native and endemic forms) 

Description:  

Native Range: 

Naturalised: Invasive N. American plants now known to be S. australis. 

Australia: Unknown 

Areas/Habitats threatened: There are at least six distinct taxa within S. australis, of which 3/4 

occur in Pilbara. 

 



 

COASTAL/DUNES 

 

Heterotheca subaxillaris (Camphorweed)  

Description: Perennial sticky leaved perennial low shrub, highly unpalatable 

Native Range: Mexico, USA- Texas to Delaware to Florida 

Naturalised: Israel 

Australia: recorded as present in Australia (GBIF) 

Areas/Habitats threatened: Extremely tolerant to drought and heat, Major weed of coastal 

dunes in Israel. 

 

 
 

 

Verbesina encelioides (Crown Beard) 

Description: Spreading to erect short lived perennial soft shrub, to 1.5 metres tall, Leaves are 

green-grey, up to 10 cm long with toothed edges. Inflorescences of bright yellow flowers are 

held above the leaves and are up to 5 cm wide. Plant is toxic and allopathic 

Native Range: Mexico and South-Western USA 

Naturalised: Eastern USA, Middle East, Spain, Argentina, Pacific Isles. 

Australia: Eastern Australia very widespread; NT, Qld, NSW, S.A.; In WA Shark Bay to 

Perth, isolated records from goldfields and Broome 

Areas/Habitats threatened: Islands, coastal sites 

 



 
Verbesina encelioides 

 

Gomphocarpus (Asclepias) cancellatus (Wild Cotton) 

Description: Lignotuberous shrub to 1.5 metres Highly unpalatable 

Native Range: Southern Africa from northern South Africa to Namibia 

Naturalised: St. Helena, Germany 

Australia: South Australia and Victoria 

Areas/Habitats threatened: calcareous soils. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Neurada procumbens (Neurada) 

Description: Prostrate herb with spiny flowers and fruits 

Native Range: Arid North Africa, Middle east to India 

Naturalised: only Australia 

Australia: Northern Territory 

Areas/Habitats threatened: Desert dunes, sandy soils. 

 

 
WETLANDS/CREEKS/RIVERS 

 

Populus euphratica (Euphrates or Desert Poplar) 

Description: Deciduous vigorously suckering tree, to 15 m tall. Leaves fleshy shaped like a 

Eucalypt. Grows on floodplains in river valleys in arid regions 

Native Range: North Africa, Middle East, Central Asia to China 

Naturalised: Spain 

Australia: WA but stand eradicated 

Areas/Habitats threatened: Tolerates saline /brackish water 

 



 

Martynia annua (Devils Claw) 

Description: Erect shrubby annual with large hairy leaves, purple tubular flowers and large 

boat shaped hooked fruits. 

Native Range: Mexico, Central America, Caribbean 

Naturalised: West Africa, India, Pakistan, SE Asia, Indonesia and New Zealand 

Australia: Declared weed in WA, WA, NT, Qld and NSW 

Areas/Habitats threatened: wetlands 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Ambrosia conferiflora (Burr Ragweed)  

Description: Erect leafy bushy perennial herb forming large colonies, heads greenish yellow, 

male and female inflorescences on same branches in small green cups, wind pollinated. Fruits 

covered in short hooked spines. 

Native Range: Mexico, California to Texas and KansasUSA;  

Naturalised: Outside native range in America, Israel. 

Australia: Declared noxious weed in Qld, NSW and Vic.  

Areas/Habitats threatened: wetlands 

 
Ambrosia conferiflora (Burr Ragweed)  

 

COMPETITION/CHANGED FIRE REGIMES 

 

Dicanthium annulatum (Sheda Grass) 

Description: Stoloniferous perennial grass, to 1 metre. Produces seeds via apomixis (i.e. 

without pollination). 

Native Range: Africa, Middle East, tropical Asia 

Naturalised: Introduced to many countries as a fodder grass. Invasive in Fiji, Hawaii, New 

Caledonia, Texas (where it has displaced native grasses in a large area) 

Australia: NT, Qld, NSW; sporadic in Kimberley 

Areas/Habitats threatened: Bunch grass communities, floodplains 



 
 

Hyparrhenia rufa (Thatch Grass) 

Description: Dense tufted perennial grass from a short rhizome 

Native Range: Africa 

Naturalised: Introduced for fodder but not very nutritious; naturalised most tropical areas 

(North/Central and South America), Pacific, Asia, Africa, New Zealand 

Australia: NT, Qld, NSW and at Kununurra. 

Areas/Habitats threatened: Well adapted to annual fire cycle, very flammable in dry season. 

 
 



 
Hyparrhenia rufa (Thatch Grass) 

 

 

Themeda quadrivalvis (Grader Grass) 

Description: Annual tufted grass, to 2 metres tall, seed heads rounded with leaf like bracts, 

Prolific seeder with up to 1,000 seeds per head. Unpalatable for most of year in Australia. 

Native Range: India, Nepal, Myanmar, Malaysia 

Naturalised: USA, New Caledonia, Fiji, Mauritius, Thailand, Indonesia, Papua-New Guinea, 

China, Middle East, Tropical America. 

Australia: WA, NT, Qld, NSW. 

Areas/Habitats threatened: Creates heavy fuel loads in Savannah woodlands, Similar to 

native Themeda triandra (Kangaroo Grass) which is a perennial, usually less than 1.2 metres 

tall, individual flower spikelets are larger (6-14 mm long) and seeds have longer awns (25-70 

mm). 

 
 



 
 

 

 

Vachiella (Acacia) nilotica (Prickly Acacia) 

Description: Dense thorny spreading tree to 5 metres tall, branches almost from base, with 

thin straight grey thorns on young branches, 5-8 mm long. 

Native Range: Africa, Middle East, India and Myanmar 

Naturalised: Africa outside native range, Australia, USA,  

Australia: WA/NT/Qld/NSW/SA (estimated 0.2-7 million hectares infested, especially bunch 

grass plains) A WONS weed. 

Areas/Habitat threatened: Many vegetation types; Forms dense thickets with little understory 

 



 

 
 

Passiflora foetida/P. vesicaria (Only second meant to be in WA BUT taxonomic revision 

lists both for WA: appears to be Denham for P. foetida). If both present could hydridise 

create a new weed. 

Description: Vigorous woody vine to 10 metres, leaves sticky, Flowers either white or 

flushed purple, fruit a small passionfruit, 2-4 cm long surrounded by deeply divided sticky 

bracts (orange in P. vesicaria, green in P. foetida, flowers white only in P. foetida). Leaves 

have a cyanic acid and plants are poisonous. 

Native Range: Central and South America, Galapagos, Caribbean Islands 

Naturalised: Florida, South and SE Asia, many tropical islands 

Australia: Shark Bay to NT, Qld, NSW, Christmas, Cocos Islands 

Areas/Habitats threatened: Creekline, coastal, Vine thickets, Burrup 

 

 
 
 


