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So, why do we need to manage weeds?
• Management of weeds can cost millions of $ each year. Not controlling can cost more.

• Certain species, if introduced or not controlled can create monocultures, 
contaminate produce, make access to land difficult, increase fire hazards and 
make land untenable

• Weeds are one of the biggest key threatening processes to biodiversity. 

The aim of the BAM Act is to help: 

• Prevent introductions - minimise the risk that new weeds will be introduced into 

Australia or WA 

• Manage established pests - minimise the impact and spread of those already 

present.

• Promote biosecurity – encourage cooperation and coordination among community 

and landholders for landscape scale management e.g. through regional weed 

networks (e.g. Pilbara RBG, PMMC)
Mesquite (Neltumia spp. formerly Prosopis spp.) (C2/C3)



BAM Act 2007: declared pest requirements 
The Biosecurity and Agriculture Management  Act 2007 (BAM Act) outlines 
requirements for certain highly invasive pests (including weeds)              
and diseases

Declared plants = plants that are prevented entry into Western      
Australia or have control or keeping requirements 

• If a plant is declared, all landholders (owners/occupiers)    
are obliged to control that plant on their properties.

• Among the factors considered in categorising     
declared plants are:
o the impact of the plant on individuals,                                                  

agricultural production and the community in        
general,

owhether it is already established in the area, and
o the feasibility and cost of possible control                                          

measures.
Noogoora Burr (Xanthium Strumarium). (C2) 

De Grey River 



The WA Organisms list (WAOL)

• The Western Australian Organism 
List (WAOL) database allows you 
to search for organisms declared 
under the Biosecurity and 
Agriculture Management Act 
2007.

• It can be used to find the legal 
status of organisms, control 
requirements, declared pest 
species and more.



Categories of Declared plants
• Permitted organisms (s11) Organisms that are allowed entry into WA.

• Prohibited declared organisms (s12)  Organisms that are prohibited from          
entry into WA.

• Unlisted organisms (s14)  Organisms not yet assessed as permitted or prohibited -  
these are automatically prohibited entry into WA.

• Declared pest (s22(2))  Pests that are present in WA and under a control category.

Control categories:
• C1 Exclusion

 Plants which should be excluded from part or all Western Australia.
• C2 Eradication
 Plants which should be eradicated from part or all Western Australia.
• C3 Management

 Plants that should have some form of management applied that will alleviate the 
harmful impact of the plant, reduce the numbers or distribution of the plant, and 
prevent or contain the spread of the plant.  

Calotropis procea 
(unassigned)



The invasion curve and management priorities

Generalised Invasion 
Curve (GIC): graph 
showing the different 
management actions 
appropriate to the various 
stages of an invasion, 
based on the spread 
(area occupied) of an 
invasive species.

Source: Victoria Department of Environment and Primary Industries 

C1 / C2

C3

Bellyache bush (Jatropha 
gossipiifolia)  (C3)



Requirements for all declared weeds

• Reporting presence or suspected presence to DPIRD.

• Marking the location in such a way that it can be found    
again.

• Prevention of movement and spread. 

• Not advertise, supply or sell to others.

• Take measures to control –  treat to destroy all plants,   
prevent seed set and prevent the spread of seed or 
plant parts within and from the area on or in livestock, 
fodder, grain, vehicles and/or machinery. Treat prior to 
seed set each year.

• Make aware to others conducting activity on the land 
that there is a declared species present, e.g. putting up 
biosecurity signs.

Check for seeds under vehicles 

Clean muddy vehicles

Check belongings for weed seeds



Requirements for different categories
C1(Exclusion) and C2 (Eradication) in an area:

• If the declared pest is found control measures 
need to be taken to destroy, prevent or 
eradicate it.

C3 (management) in an area:

• The infested area must be managed in such a 
way that alleviates the impact, reduces the 
number or distribution or prevents or contains 
the spread of the declared pest in this area.

Unlisted species

• Are prohibited until a risk assessment can be 
undertaken to determine invasiveness and risk 
associated.

Water lettuce (Pistia stratiotes) 
C2 Prohibited

Wheel Cactus(Opuntia robusta) 
C1 Prohibited



What good weed management looks like
• Combined control methods – integrated weed management, trialling 

new techniques (incl. biocontrol for C3 species), finding out what 
works best in local conditions – and community led programs

• Understanding plant ecology, timing of control, best methods to use

• Landscape scale approach. Work from the outside in     
(Sink to Source) – maintaining buffers and preventing spread.

• Manage animals in zones (infested/non-infested).

• Eliminate risk of vehicle movement (mud, seed fall).



Reporting weeds is important
• The earlier we find a weed, the earlier we can act to 

protect our properties, local regions, and the WA 
environment

• You can report biosecurity concerns or unfamiliar 
pests using:

• MyPestGuide®  reporter app – free online reporting tool
• Pest and Diseases Information Services (PaDIS) – 

public hotline for pests, weeds & diseases        
   Ph:9368 3080 or email: padis@dpird.wa.gov.au 
• MyPestGuide®  reporter app – online reporting tool
• Local Biosecurity Officers 
• Awareness of species that could become a problem 

(‘emerging weeds’) is also an important step in the 
early detection of weed infestations

Conocarpus erectus (unlisted)

mailto:padis@dpird.wa.gov.au


32 Weeds of National Significance (WoNS)

• African boxthorn

• Alligator weed

• Asparagus weeds

• Athel pine

• Bellyache bush

• Bitou bush / boneseed

• Blackberry

• Bridal creeper

• Brooms

• Cabomba

• Cat’s claw creeper

• Chilean needle grass

• Fireweed

• Gorse

• Gamba grass

• Hymenachne

• Lantana

• Madeira vine

• Mesquite

• Mimosa pigra

• Opuntioid cacti 
(incl.prickly pear, coral 
cactus)

• Parkinsonia

• Parthenium weed

• Pond apple

• Prickly acacia

• Sagittaria

• Salvinia

• Silverleaf nightshade

• Water hyacinth

• Rubber vine

• Serrated tussock

• Willow Devils rope cactus 
(Cylindropuntia imbricata) C3

Prickly pear (C3)





Further information

• Declared weed information (DPIRD website): 
https://www.dpird.wa.gov.au/businesses/pests-weeds-and-diseases/plant/declared-
plants/?accordion=accordion920be0fdfc3749cbb5c4afde47d60a15 

• WA Organisms list: https://www.dpird.wa.gov.au/online-tools/western-australian-
organism-list/ 

• MyPestGuide reporting app: https://www.dpird.wa.gov.au/online-tools/mypestguide/

• National Priority List of Exotic Environmental Pests, Weeds and Diseases: 
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/policy/environmental/priority-list

• WoNS: https://weeds.org.au/lists/established/

• State legislation: https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/

• WSWA: Western Weeds: https://wswa.org.au/publications/
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Thank you

Important disclaimer

The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional 

Development and the State of Western Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of 

negligence or otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it.

Copyright © State of Western Australia (Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development), 2025.

QUESTIONS?
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